12th Annual Salt Spring Island Apple Festival

Sunday, Oct 3, 2010

from 9 AM  to 5  PM

Suggested Starting Point: Fulford Hall

Salt Spring Island, BC, Canada

Growing over 350 varieties of apples organically

A chance to visit Apple Heaven while still on earth!

http://www.saltspringmarket.com/apples/
SEE PAST HIGHLIGHTS AT   

www.appleluscious.com
2010 Theme:
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KIDS AND APPLES - A MAGICAL COMBINATION
A trio of Apple Luscious Organic Orchard Taste Testers

Children tend to be very honest when tasting, and so always provide valuable information.  These young girls like sweet apples, their favourite in 2009 being TSUGARU.

Thoughts from Harry

To me, the ultimate experience for a child, is to be able to reach up and pick an apple from a tree and then EAT IT.  Mind you, I will expand that to include picking any fruit that is growing in your yard.  It does not get any better.  Notice the joy shown below.
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So at the Apple Festival, we encourage children to get involved.  All kids under 12 attend for FREE.  The kids also get an Apple Festival badge to wear on their shirt.  We want whole families to come and we also try to get children involved (with their family) in volunteer positions so they really get connected in a much deeper sense. [image: image2.jpg]



Some of our special young friends, state that Apple Festival is their favourite day of the year.   We also have some Saturday night apple collection youth volunteers, that have been with us for 10 years.
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I know from personal experience, how important it is for children to connect with the land.  I was lucky to grow up in Cobalt, Ontario, (Zone 3) which is small town Northern Ontario, where it was too cold to grow a good apple tree.  It is a real paradox, since that area of Northern Ontario is further south than Salt Spring (Zone 8).   There were some apple trees there that must have been crab based, and because of scarcity, those trees were valued.  All the kids knew who had good apple trees, and so raiding parties happened.  One Cobalter, an electronics expert, put a microphone and a loudspeaker in his apple tree, so when he heard the kids in the tree, he could yell at them.  That scared the kids away.  Another old lady, had a “pepper gun”, which she used to scare away kids raiding her trees.  When I think of it, I know, it was ridiculous, because the apples were not very big and not very good, but it was all we had.  This is a 1956 photo of sister Wendy and I in an apple tree in our back yard in Cobalt.  My father instilled the love of nature and growing into us, via the back yard garden and our 3 apple trees.  Thanks Dad.  Unfortunately he never lived long enough to see Apple Luscious Organic Orchard.  I think he would have loved it.
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So in 2010, we are dedicating the Apple Festival to children. The future farmers of the world.

Photo 1 & 4-Jan Mangan, Photo 2-May Henderson, Photo 3-Derek Lundy.

